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Originally published in Paris, this is a collection of Hollywood's darkest and best kept secrets from

the pen of Kenneth Anger, a former child movie actor who grew up to become one of America's

leading underground film-makers.
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Like any newspaper article, events are turned into "stories." These "stories", like any silver screen

biography, tells the dramatic tale of a life in turmoil. Kenneth Anger's book, "Hollywood Babylon"

takes the angle of a tabloid and digs up some old dirt of famous celebrity lives and puts it into a full

collection of grime, grease and oil. This collection takes a chronological look at Hollywood's finest at

the time beginning in the early twenties with such big names as Fatty Arbuckle whose drinking

problem got out of hand at one of his big parties after signing a lucrative deal. Moving through time

to the 30's, 40's, right up to the Sharon Tate murder, which Anger recognized it was no longer "Old

Hollywood." The book reads like a gossip column mixed with sleazy tabloid journalism, yet with the

wit and humor of a prankster. It's an exploitation of exploited lives. To mimic tabloids further, the

pages appear with large and sometimes disturbing photos of stars at their most inopportune

moments.While much of the material has already had its heyday in newspapers of the times, it has

a new life today where many of these actors and actresses are virtually unheard of by the general

public and rekindled new interest in their films. Just as watching and old O. J. Simpson football

game may have the same appeal as watching Lana Turner in her debut "They Won't Forget." The



title to me is entirely fitting, as Hollywood is the "Babylon" of our society, one in which everyone has

all their wants at their disposal. A place where hedonism is the religion and tragedy is only the end

of a scene, for we know by the end of the movie everything will be all right.
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